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3,85,961 pairs in 1937-8 to 3,15,616 pairs in'1938-9." ' Com-
petition of factory-made shoes, however, affects all shoe-makers,
and is in no way peculiar to the depressed classes.

Equipment

The Muchi's tools are few and simple. Everyone of them
has a rampi, two instruments for rough and fine stitching, a shoe
frame and a wooden stick for applying starch. The whole equip-
ment costs about Rs. 3. A few of the town Muchis, who make
shoes in the English style, keep also a machine for stitching.

Profit per pair and Income

For meeting his leather requirements/ the Muchi usually
buys tanned leather. It is only a few of them who themselves
tan hides. This usually happens in the case of large families.
With a 10 Ib. hide costing about Rs. 2-12 he prepares about 8
pairs of desi shoes. Besides this, for every pair of shoes, he
requires thread and paste worth about a pice each. (In towns,
they also use chrome leather worth about two pice.) A man
working alone usually takes a day to prepare one pair of shoes
which can be sold at a price varying from nine to twelve annas.
A village Muchi normally prepares thirty to forty pairs of shoes
in a year. Taking an average profit of 4 as. per pair, his an-
nual income from this business would vary from Rs. 7-8 to Rs. 10.
In the U.P., Bihar and Bengal, the incomes of village Muchis
would tend to the lower limit; but in the Punjab the majority of
the incomes would correspond to the upper limit which might
also be exceeded occasionally. It is true that besides making
shoes the village Muchi also prepares other leather goods like
buckets and ropes but the income from such sources hardly
exceeds Rs. 3 per annum. It is mostly repair work that he is
called upon to do and for this he may be paid little or nothing.
To be brief, the economic condition of the village Muchi is
only slightly better than that, of a labourer since in leather
work the former finds a supplementary source of income.

In small towns about half the total number of Muchis will
be found to be mere shoe-menders and the rest will be shoe-
makers working independently.   In cities like Cawnpore and
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